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SENIORS — ABUSE 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [12.05 pm]: I stand today to 
discuss a very serious matter in our community—abuse of elderly people. As Minister for Seniors and 
Volunteering, I draw members’ attention to local university research that shows that each year 12 500 seniors in 
Western Australia are abused or exploited in some way. I mention this today because Saturday is World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day. This government is planning an advertising campaign to raise awareness about elder 
abuse, which will run later this year.  

Today, I urge older people to make their own choices about financial decisions as much as possible. The 
Department for Communities has produced several brochures to give seniors some guidance. Members might 
think that older people are most at risk from door-to-door scammers and home invasions, but that is not the case; 
the main sources of abuse of the elderly are their own children, partners and family carers. Financial abuse is the 
most common, but emotional, social, physical and sexual abuse can also occur.  

Let me give members some real examples from Western Australia. For privacy reasons, I will change the names. 
Let me tell members about Maria, who is 79 years old and lives alone. When her husband died three years ago, 
he left her with a small mortgage and $10 000 in the bank. Maria has dementia. She has no children, but a close 
friend, Wally, who has offered to be her carer and claims the carers’ allowance; he also wanted control over her 
finances. Maria suffered a fall, broke her hip and ended up in hospital. While in hospital, Maria asked a social 
worker to ring the bank and check on her savings. To her surprise, she now has only $2 000 in the bank, and no 
mortgage payments have been made for the past five months. That might explain Wally’s expensive purchases 
lately. This is an example of elder abuse.  

Let me tell members about Tan, an elderly widow whose daughter says she will not go to heaven unless she 
gives her $10 000; or Lola, an Aboriginal woman too frail to go out, but is not allowed visitors at her son’s home 
so she lives in isolation; or Gordon who turns up at chess club every Tuesday with bruises on his arm because he 
refuses to give money to his son. Gordon is 83 years old. He wants the situation to stop, but he does not want to 
involve the police. He loves his son and does not want to get him in trouble.  

As I said before, thousands of elderly people in WA are facing such abuse. It has to stop. Older people do not 
like to tell anyone about the abuse, and they may be ashamed or afraid to do so. Obviously, we need more open 
communication among family members and greater respect for the rights of elderly people to make their own 
financial decisions. That is what World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is all about. 
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